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THE PARK SITE

The site of the

park for Kiryas Joel
residents is in a vast
clearing in the woods
beside Larkin Drive
in Monroe is seen.in
this areial picture.

A wide entrance
driveway has been cut
through the woods
from Larkin Drive,

the roadway serving
Harriman Commons
shopping center.

Park construct
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Kiryas Joel site has lot, ramps

BY CHRIS MCKENNA
Times Herald-Record

MONROE- Construction of a park
for Kiryas Joel residents is well
under way in a vast clearing in
the woods beside Larkin Drive.

The site is outside Kiryas Joel
on land the village bought more
than a decade ago. The village
owns 90 secluded acres in that
area and has used it for years to
drill a series of wells to supply its
population with drinking water.

Little is known about the park
plans. Trees were cleared and
construction began without a
formal review or approval by
the host Town of Monroe, which
didn’t object because its attor-
neys agreed that one municipali-
ty may build inside another with-

April '12

out approval.

“The village has the right to be
able to build, and we don’t have
oversight over it,” Councilman
Harley Doles said.

An entrance driveway has been
cut through the woods from Lar-
kin Drive, the roadway serving
Harriman Commons shopping
center. Workers have leveled
land; paved a large parking area;
and built a series of descending
ramps, presumably for wheel-
chair access to whatever fields
or equipment are installed.

It’s unclear what facilities the
park will offer, how much the
project will cost and how the vil-
lage will pay for it. Mayor Abra-
ham Wieder and Administrator
Gedalye Szegedin didn’t return
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calls for comment.

The park could help fill a
longtime void for a communi-
ty that has thousands of young
children but no large play area.
Some Kiryas Joel families used
to cross Route 17 to use Smith’s
Clove Park in Monroe, but com-
missioners began restricting ac-
cess to that park in 2004 to resi-

" dents of the Village of Monroe

and unincorporated town areas,
whose property taxes pay for it.

The state gave Kiryas Joel a
$195,000 grant in 2001 to build
a park, but village officials said
several years later that they had
canceled those plans and passed
up the money.

There were conflicting ac-
counts of whether the park be-
ing built off Larkin Drive would
be restricted to Kiryas Joel res-
idents. Village Attorney Don
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ion advances

Nichol said he expected it to be
open to anyone but probably used
primarily by Kiryas Joel’s Hasid-
ic population.

Doles had a different take. “My
understanding is it’s only for the
residents of Kiryas Joel, because
no state or federal funds are be-
ing used.”

By coincidence, Orange County
recently opened a new park just
outside Kiryas Joel on a corner of
arugged, 216-acre tract that once
served as a Catholic retreat area.
Gonzaga Park, which is tempo-
rarily closed but expected to re-
open soon, has an athletic field
and offers access to the Long
Path hiking trail. The field is lon-
ger and wider than an Ameri-
can football field to accommo-
date Gaelic football games.

cmckenna@th-record.com
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KIRYAS JOEL MLDC
HEAD START
UNIVERSAL PRE-K PROGRAM

WE WOULD LIKE TO ANNOUNCE

REGISTRATION FOR THE
2012-2013 SCHOOL YEAR

FOR BOYS AND GIRLS

m TUESDAY, MARCHm
\ //

To Receive Your Pre-Recistration Form,

Prease Cawt Our Orrice Between 10:00 a.m. anp 2:00 p.m., AT!

F83-0990 e« 105

CuiLpreN With Special Neeps Are WeLcome.,
No Pre-Recistration Form WiLL Be Sent Out Prior To This Darte.
Heap Start 1s a Low-Income Procram, You Must Meet Feperal GuipeLines to B ELiciBLE,

Proor of Income, Birtu CerTiricaTe, anp Immunization Recorp are Neepep 1o Pre-Recister,

ALK 7T DR 1 9w
IX 777 DITAXIPI IV AXDOIT

J979IDOAYI
X DITVYPIP T NE

TPOTTE X TYORX WD

0510 Y3 Pre-Recistration Form 9D71% 7901R%3 1%

783-0990 k. 105
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Supervisor: 845-783-1900 ext. 227

Sandy Leonard Town Clerk: Mary Ellen Beams

845-783-1900 ext. 221
Councilpersons:
Harley E. Doles I
James H. Rogers SR

Highway Superintendent:
845-782-8583

Richard Colon
Gerard McQuade
' Building Inspector:
Tow.n Justices: 845-782-8404 15 Lakes Street Willian% P. i\elue::e
Maria Vazquez-Doles Monroe, New York 10950 845-782-7638
Morton Marshak WWW.Monroeny.or
Attorney 845-782-4459 Assessor: Steve Ruelke
Langdon Chapman FAX 845-782-4009 845-782-4459
Memo

To: Town Board

From: Steve Ruelke, Assessor

RE: Activities report

Date: March 14, 2012

As a preamble to this report, I must tell you that as of Friday, March 16th, it will have been
eight weeks since the departure of our full-time assistant assessor. That means our office
has lost 280 hours worth of valuable staff time at the busiest time of the year. You must
know that having a capable competent person in that position has been — and is — crucial to
the success of our department.

In addition, it has been nearly ten weeks since I informed the Board that I would be leaving
my position at the end of February. It was not until the day after my resignation date that
the Board actually began interviewing and it looks like it may be three or more weeks
before my replacement will be hired and on board. That said, I need to remind the Board
that I have agreed to continue serving as assessor until the close of business on March 31 in
an effort to minimize — not eliminate — damaging setbacks resulting from being
shorthanded. I will not continue on beyond that date.

You must know that the delay in filling one position and hiring a replacement for me is,
shall we say, inappropriate. In fact, it is just plain wrong. The work we do is important to
everyone who owns property here in the Town of Monroe. We have not had and do not have
the staff needed to compensate for the loss of a full-time assistant and, as I look around the
office at the piles of work that need to be done, I do not believe we be able to publish a 2012
Assessment Roll having the kind of quality and integrity we’d like and that, the town and
its taxpayers will be shortchanged as a result. Furthermore, the delay/failure has pushed
my staff to the limit, causing undue stress and annoyance.

Here's what else is going on in our office:

It is crunch time here in the assessor’s office. Taxable Status Date was March 1. That was
the date by which all exemption applications had to be filed [or postmarked] for STAR,
Enhanced STAR, Low-Income Senior, Low Income Disability, Regular Disability, Veterans
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[Alternative Veterans and Cold War], Firemen’s, Agricultural, and Not-for-Profit. Virtually

all we did during the last half of February was focused on receiving exemptions and helping
people complete them properly.

March 1 is also the date on which the status of all properties is to be reviewed. This is
particularly important in cases where, for example, there are open building permits, where
there has been a fire, or cases in which a parcel has been split because of subdivision or the

merger of two or more lots. We’ll use that information to develop new/revised values for the
affected properties. '

While all of that was happening, we hosted three staffers from the NYS Comptroller’s Office
who performed a “STAR Audit,” reviewing our policies and procedures and spot checking
records. We are happy to report that all went well and that we have become the benchmark
against which other municipalities will be compared. That status is the result of our two-
year effort to make sure all exemption application are properly documented.

Now that Taxable Status Date has come and gone, the pace has not stopped, the emphasis
has shifted from receiving exemption applications to processing them, making sure they are
logged, that all supporting data is included [proof of age and income for the senior
exemptions, for example], making follow-up calls as needed, and then going through them
one-by-one to approve or deny them. If they are approved, the data gets entered into the
system and, in certain cases, award letters are sent. If an exemption is not approved, a
notice is sent to the applicant informing her/him of the situation and their right to appeal.

As one might guess, this is also the time of year when we begin to make assessment
changes based on the above-noted changes due to permits, etcetera as well as written
requests from individual property owners. We currently have more than 200 such requests
on file and we expect that as we get closer to May 1 [the date on which the Tentative
Assessment Roll must be filed], the number of requests will increase substantially.

SCAR - We have come to closure on the more than 80 Small Claims Assessment Review
cases left over from the 2011 Assessment Roll. The two remaining cases are scheduled for
March 28, Each of those cases required a substantial amount of time and energy to review
and negotiate/adjudicate. A substantial amount of time and energy are now required to
enter any changes to the roll and develop back-up files and a tracking mechanism,

The Project — Data collection continues into the town outside the villages. The County has
hired and provided to us two new data collectors who are getting up to speed. My suspicion
18 that due to delays and County personnel changes, we may not complete this process until
sometime in September. A delay beyond September will make it more difficult to have our
database completely cleaned up solid values applied for the 2013 roll.

Other — I've routinely offered the following at the end of my reports:

I would like to spend some time with the town board in J anuary reviewing plans for a
serious review of assessments and engagement of the public for the 2013 assessment roll.
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ODD HOURS
11:00-1:00-3:00-5:00-7:00

» Shopping Center
- Forest by Quickway

- Rimenev by Quickway
- Van Buren by Garfield

- Garfield by Hayes

» Taylor by Boy's School (Drop Off)

- Hayes by Forest

- Forest by Senior Citizens

- Forest by Mountain
- Forest by Acres

» Krolla by Satmar

- Satmar by Hayes

- Satmar by Acres

» Acres by Israel Zupnick
- Israel Zupnick by Kahan
» Girl's School, Bakertown
» Meron (Filmore-Kalev Short cut)

- Leipnik & Teverya
» Business Canter
- Toltchav by Dinev

- Israel Zupnick by Getzel Berger
- Acres by Israel Zupnick

» Satmar by Acres

- Satmar by Siget

- Satmar by Hayes

- Krolla by Satmar

- Forest by Acres

» Forest by Mountain

» Forest by Senior Citizens

» Shopping Center

» Forest by Quickway

- Rimenev by Quickway
» VVan Buren by Garfield
- Garfield by Hayes

- Hayes by Forest

- Forest by Senior Citizens

» Forest by Mountain
- Forest by Acres

- Krolla by Satmar

- Satmar by Hayes

- Satmar by Siget

» Satmar by Acres

- Acres by Israel Zupnick
- Israel Zupnick by Getzel Berger

- Getzel Berger

- Getzel Berger by Meron
» Meron (Filmore-Kalev Short cut)

- Leipnik & Teverya
» Business Canter

- Bakertown by Israel Zupnick

- Toltchav by Dinev

April '12

EVEN HOURS
10:00-12:00-2:00-4:00-6:00
- Toltchav by Dinev 00
* Kahan by I. Zupnick
« |. Zupnick by Acres
« Acres by Satmar
- Satmar by Krolla
« Forest by Mountain
* Mountain & Karlin
- Sasev & Volova
* Taitch
* Chevron
* Nickelsburg & Tzfas
» Mezabish
» Krakow
* Ruzhin
» Mountain View
« Seven Springs
* Schunnemunk
« Keren Vayoel Moshe
« Shopping Center
* Van Buren by Garfield
* Rimenev by Quickway
* Forest by Preshburg
 Forest by Quickway
« D.A. Wieder
« Toby by Mountain View
» Ruzhin by Krakow
» Mezabish
* Nickelsburg & Tzfas
* Chevron (Drop Off)
« Taitch
» Volova & Sasev
* Mountain & Karlin
« Forest by Senior Citizens
« Shopping Center
- Forest by Preshburg
* D.A. Wieder
« Toby by Mountanview
* Ruzhin by Krakow
* Mezabish
* Nickelsburg & Tzfas
« Chevron
« Taitch
* Volova & Sasev
* Mountain & Karlin
« Krolla by Satmar
» Satmar by Acres
« Acres by Israel Zupnick
« Israel Zupnick
« Meron (Filmore-Kalev Short cut)
» Leipnik & Teverya
» Business Canter
« Kahan by I. Zupnick
« |. Zupnick by Acres
« Acres by Satmar
- Satmar by Krolla
* Acres by Forest
« Forest by Mountain
« Keren Vayoel Moshe
» Shopping Center
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A new school year is beginning!

We are still receiving numerous complaints with
respect to motorists who pass school buses when the
school bus has their lights flashing. Passing school
buses when the bus has flashing lights is dangerous and
illegal!
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